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Headed C>tT.

Republicans and Democrats Combine
Against the Bottled Up Hero.

A Firm Manifesto from the
Essex Statesman.

Obstruction to the Collection of
Taxes at the South.

MANIFEST DESTINY OF LOWER CALIFORNIA.

Washington, March 15, 1871.
fiilta of Republicans and Democrats to
Bead Off Ben Butler's Ku Klux £1111.A
Committee Appointed to Investigate South¬
ern Outrages.A Fierce Manifesto from the
Eeesex Statesman.
The democrats, being aware of tbe fact that Gene¬

ral Butler would endeavor to report his bill.printed
la the Hebald of to-day.lor the protection oi Hie
and property at the South, began early to filibuster,
with tbe doable view of preventing the bill irom
being brought before the Douse and or secur-
ins an adjournment. The yeas and nays
were called npon dilatory motions for nearly
three hours withont any signs of yleldlug upon
either side. In the republican caucus last night
General Butler had eighty-two republicans pledged
to support his bill. Wltn this strength at bis back,
be expected finally to get the bill belore the House,
It appears, however, that while the democrats were
filibustering on the one nand, certain republicans,
who are anxious to adjourn, were putting up a job
on Butler, which turned out more disastrous for his
bill than the attempts of the democrats to defeat It.
Speaker Blaine, who has been all along
tbe leader in tbe movement to adjourn, prepared
a resolution providing ror the appointment of a se¬
lect committee of thirteen, whose duty It shall be,
daring the recess, to Inquire Into tne condition of
the late Insurrectionary States and to report the re¬
mit to the House at the December session. The
Speaker left the chair with this resolution In his
band and went among the republicans to Bee how
they would take to the proposition. Dawes,
Garfield, Wheeler, Bingbam and others,
who were wearied with the filibuster,
ing tactics of tbe democrats, recognized
la Blaine's resolution a plan to end the deadlock
and a prospect of au early adjournment. They were
anxious for both and promised to support it. In
tbe meantime tbe democrats were consulted. They
saw a chance to defeat Ben Butler's Ku Klux bill
and embraced it withont hesitation. It waB agreed
that there should be a call of the States for
bills and resolutions. Bntler heard of the pro-
gramme, and knowing that the State of Maine
would be tbe first called he handed his
bill to Mr. Lynch, of that State, to offer
Lynch did bis part of tbe work, but Sam Cox ob¬
jected, on tbe ground that a bill could not be Intro¬
duced without previous notice. The Speaker bus-
tamed the objection, and Butler's bill was ruled out.
Tbe Blaine resolution had been handed to Mr.
Peters, of Maine, to offer. Like Lynch, he carried
oat his part ol the programme. Bntler, follow ing
tbe example of sam Cox, objected to lis introduc¬
tion wltnout previous notice, but the Speaker
ruled that a mere House resolution was
in order under the call, and It was
promptly passed. General Butler, in view
of all the circumstances, was of course indignant.
He saw that he had beeu flanked by what he calls a
..Parliamentary trick." Worse than all. he saw the
solid ranks of the eichty-two caucus men breaking
.ud at least twenty of tbem going over to the demo¬
crats. He had no chance to protest or explain.
Could he have made a speech it would prooahly
bave been orlef and to tills effect:.

For way* that are dark and tricks that are vain
Commend me to Blaine,Which I rile to explain.

But lie bad no show. In a sort or solto voce be
said be bad been sold our by a man who was not In
tbe caucus (Peters) and accused bis fellow repuo-
licans of going over to the democrats. Tbe whole
thing was over in less time than It took to call tbe
roll once. On the heels of this action followed
a joint resolution to adjourn on the
20th (Monday), which was carried. The
Speaker announced the special committee provided
tor by tbe resolution after a motion to adjourn had
been carried, thus foreclosing any possibility of the
members appointed declining. General Butler will
to-morrow decline to serve on the committee; so
will Judge Kclley, Horace Maynard and others. In
the meantime Butler nas issued tbe following
manifesto:.
TO THE KEFIBL1CANS OF THE IlOCSE OF REPRESEN¬
TATIVES:.
Having been appointed against my wishes, ex-

pressed both puoiicly and privately, by the Speaker,
«s chairman of a committee to investigate tue state
of affairs In the south, ordered to-day by democratic
votes against the most earnest protest or more than
a two-thirds majority of the republicans of the
House, and certainly against the almost unanimous
wish of the republicans of the States whom it most
specially concerns, my sell-respect and deference to I
jour good opinion requires me to explain to you,
and turongh you to the country, why I shall not
serve on that committee, being convinced as 1 am
that no good, but harm only, can come of it to tbo
republican party.
First.Because the committee was forced upon |the republicans ny tbo nearly unanimous vote of

the democratic party in the House, aided by some
twenty or thirty republicans only, against the de-
clsion ol a majority of that party in a duly called
caucus of the members ot tbe house. i
second. Because this committee was raised by a

combination of the high tariff republicans wltn the
democracy, the one class willing to permit the
slaughter and extermination of their politicalfriends in the South if the tariff could be saved
even lor nine months by an early adjournment
of Congress, and the democracy acting with
them in pursuance of a deliberate plan,carefully concerted in mj belief, to murder
and outrage enough Union men or the South to over¬
come hy fear, intimidation ana injury the republi¬
can majority there at the next Presidential election,
tbey well knowing that this committee can do them
no harm, and that it will furnish ail excuse for the
tariff republican to vote with them lor an early ad¬
journment without legislation to protect Union men
in the rebel States.
Thu d.Because such committee would be wholly

powerless for any good purpose. Sitting In the va¬
cation, It can have under parliamentary law no
power to compel the attendance of a single witness
wbo docs not choose to come, or au answer lr«in
one when he does come, as the only method
by which a witness can be brought beiore
a Congressional committee and made to answer
when unwilling Is, tne House huiugin session, by Its
order of arrest and imprisonment for Ills contempt
during the session only, so that any unwilling wit¬
ness cannot be compelled to testify to anything, and
tlie witnesses willingly coming before the committee
to testily to anything against tbelr Ku Klux neigh¬
bors would be killed on their way nome irom the
committee room. 1 uo not, therefore, propose to
make myself accessory before tbe fact to the mur-
der ol every faithful Union man ol the boutn who
shall be Drought before tbe committee and giveialthful evidence of the state of outrage and wrongwhich I know to exist there.
Wmrth.Because my service as chairman of the !

committee would furnish the best electioneering
document that could be placed in the nauds of the
democracy in the coining contest; in this, that the
report of the committee would be wholly nugatory,Illusory and useless to show the exact state ot things
at the South. Whenever and wherever the com-
iuiU.ee would go there would be sunshine and peace,
and we should be compelled so to report. Where
we were not and could not be, banded murder,, rob-
bery ami arson would stalk abroad at nlgut, to be
disbanded by the rising sun. Besides. I have mot tbe
snghesi doubt that wluie serving on your committee
In tbe Southern Stales 1 should be treated with the
lushest anJ most distinguished consideration and
respect. 'That would be in the farthest degree poll-
lie, and Southern men unders.una politics. 1 tnllybelieve Una 1 can go anywhere through every por-
Hon of tbe .Souin alone and unattended ajud a
fort tori, when as the head of a Congressional com-
.uitlee on investigation, without personal harm or
Insult, Therefore wtu.n republicans should claim in
the canvass that It was necessary to maintain the
republican pariy m £>ower to have peace at the South
and to protect our loyal friends there, they would be
answered on every ddkiocratlc hustings, "You are
not to be believed' whert you say that the laws cau- ;not be executed at did South aud men's lives and
property arc in danger t here, when you see that
General Butler, the man Wiio hanged one of their
rebel brethren; the man who Drought New Orleans
Into subjection; the inun wl;o is more hated and
villtfied in the South than anv ether, can go throughIt untouched and unharmed.'' J have no intention >

of aiding the democratic cansc and breaking down
the republican party by furnishing tu my own per¬
son auy su<h argument with no countervailing
good.

Because with these views or the efficiency
and powers of the committee uiyservoes would i>e
useless, ami I am not accustomed to undertake to do
that which I feel that 1 have no power successfully
to accoinplisti, and It is a parliamentary practice
which has lately been Illustrated in a Higual instance
In the Senate, tlie chairman of a committee should
be in harmony with the majority who constitute it.
and there is no element of harmony bet ween aie and
that democratic, party, largely composed of seces¬
sionists, old whlgs and Know Nothings, who are tlio
majority that constituted thiscommiltec.
Slsth.Because this committee was brought into

being by a legislative trick.and not a creditable one
at that.by which the wishes of the republican ma¬
jority of the House have been thwarted by a repub¬
lican minority, by the aid of democratic votes, from
which proceeding, as a republican, 1 desire most
elfcctuuliy to divorce myself.
Seventh.Because tlie very resolution which

authorized the committee was so framed.and
In my belief purposely.in the interests of
tlie democratic party that such commit¬
tee cannot report under the rules of the
House. Hi the face of the democratic opposition and
by their permission, in more than a year from this
time, the usual power not being inserted in It to re¬
port at any time, and being a special select commit¬
tee It cannot, under the rules of the House, be called
In Its turn until alter all the standing committees
have been called, which in the last House of Repre¬
sentatives took more than a year. So ilia', without
the leave of the democrats, such committee could
nor, even make a report and have It printed until
after the end e. the next Presidential canvass.
Eighth.Because the passage of the resolution Is a

seeming discourtesy to the other branch of the
Legislature, the Senate having taken up an luvestl-
gallon through Irs own committee, having pro¬
ceeded to a very considerable extent in It and made
a report in part which certainly to every republican
murd shows a state of crime and horror sufficient to
justify legislative action. The House is made to
say to the Senate:."You are not competent
to perform the work vou have undertaken. We will
take it out of your hands." 1 hove no fear that you.
my republican filends, will think for a moment
that any consideration looking to the labor and
fntigue of such an undertaking m the heat of sum¬
mer and the height of the yellow lever season m the
Southern .states, or the fact that 1 should be drawn
from my homo to carry on the investigation during
those months, alter laborious and arduous service
hero for more than four montns, would deter me If
1 believed any good could arise to the country from
the labor or the exposure, l have spent more than
one summer under a Southern sky to give what aid
I could in preserving the lile of the countrv. and If
any good could come of It 1 would be quite willing
to spend another, although wnen there before I was
master of tne rebellion within my reach and tne
scarcely less deadly and venomous yellow fever.

1 am compelled to take this mode to address
you in declining to serve because the announce-
meat of the committee was not made b.v the
Speaker until alter the vote of adjournment had
been taken, and immediately thereupon his hammer
fell by which he adjourned the House so as to pre¬
clude the possibility of resigning the place thus
attempted to be forced upon me at the tune. I be-
lleve I can demonstrate, even lr a majority of a par¬
liamentary body can force a Massachusetts mau off
a committee at pleasure, that it is quite another
thing for the Speaker to force another on a com¬
mittee against his consent.

I have the honor to be, very trulv, your friend and
servant, BENJAMIN F. BUTLER.
Republican Senatorial Cam iia.An Early Ad¬

journment Proposed.
The republican Senators held another caucus

meeting this afternoon, which lasted over four
hours, but resulted In no decisive action on the

question under consideration, namely, whether or
not It Is advisable to enact a bill for tbe suppression
of Kn Elux ontrages in tbe South, and, if so, what
measures shall be adopted An extreme diversity
of opinion was manifested, but the discussion, in
which an unusually large number of Senators
took part, developed a strong probability that
the majority will to-morrow decide that
It is inexpedient to take any action on the subject at
present, and that tne Scuute should concur in the
House resolution for an adjournment next week.
Arnoug the Senators opposed to any legislation this
session In regard to the condition of affairs in the
South are understood to be Messrs. Trumbull,
Hamlin, Morrill, Buckingham, Conkling, Sawyer,
Kellogg and Robertson. The caucus adjourned
until ten A. M. to-morrow.
Southern Opposition to the Intiroal Revenue
fatw.New Bill for tbe Collection of Taxes.
The Commissioner of Internal Revenue has re¬

cently received a very large number of reports from
officers in the South, stating their inability to make
thorough collections of ts xes on account or the spirit
of outlawry which exists outside of the large
cities, and espeolally m the neighborhood of distil¬
leries, where combinations exist to prevent tbe
government officials from collecting the taxes due
irom their owners. Several of these letters have
been sent to the Select Senate Committee, of which
Mr. Scott Is chairman, in furtherance of the investi¬
gation into alleged Southern outrages. Owing to
tho difficulties wlitcb exist In the proper perform¬
ance of tndr "duties'hv internal revenue omcersa
proposition is made to establish a national revenue
police system, which shall be brought Into use
for the purpose of getting rlil of Just
such difficulties in the way of the enforce¬
ment of the revenue laws as have been
reported lrom various Southern localities to the de¬
partment here, the law, however, to be applicable to
all sections or the country. The draft of a bill has
already been prepared, which, it is understood,
meets with the approbation of the President, the
Attorney General, Commissioner Pleasonton and
several other prominent officials, who liavo con¬
sulted upon this necessity of the service.
The New Assistant Attorney General.Trouble

Over Major Otto's Successor.
Walter N. Smith, of Mount Vernon, Ohio, recently

appointed Assistant Attorney General under tne act
of February i>5, 1871, increasing the number of these
assistants in the Department of Justice, has becu
lor two years past Solicitor of Internal Rev¬
enue, having teen appointed to that position
on the recommendation of Mr. Delano, who was at
tnat time Commissioner of Internal Revenue. It
was expected that Mr. Smith would be appointed
Assistant secretary of the Interior, In place or Judge
Otto, who has occupied the office for manv years.
Since the appointment of Mr. Smith to the position
of Assistant Attorney General Senator Scott and
others of the Pennsylvania delegation have been
urging the appointment of Major D. R. ft. Neviu, a
Pcnnsylvanian, to the office now filled by Judge
Otto. Senator Cameron, however, It ts stated, op¬
poses the appointment or Mr. Nevin, and Ins wishes
will be regarded in the selection or Mr. Otto's suc¬
cessor. The successor of Mr. Smith as Solicitor ol
Internal Revenue is William MoMichael.
Government Payments to the Pacifl.; Ituil-

rauds.
The Secretary of the Treasury Is now paying to the

Pacific railroads one-half of the amount due for gov¬
ernment business and will make no demand for in¬
terest unless required by further legislation. The
following correspondence has just taken place:.

Philadelphia, March 13,1871.In consequence of injurious misstatements that
are being made relative to the proposed action or the
government concerning the Paciuc railroads I have
to request that you will inform me what construc¬tion the department places upon the clause in the
late Army Appropriation bill relative to those roads,and wuat action (he department will take there¬
under. Very respectfully your obedient servant,THOMAS A. SCOTT,President of the Onion Pacific Railroad.Hon. Geofue s. Uoltwell, Secretary of theTreasury.

Trkascry Department, i
Office of the Secretary. March 14, 1871. (Sir.In reply to your communication I have the

honor to say that, agreeably to the provision of the
section referred to, the Treasury Department is pay¬ing over in money to the Pacific Railroad companies,performing services lor the government, one-half of
the compensation allowed for such services; and
there is no doubt that such payments will continue
to lie made without interruption or delay. The pro¬viso to said act uppeurs to reserve tne question of
the liability of the roads to reimburse the govern¬
ment ror interest paid by the government; but, as I
am at present advised, It is not the duly of ihe
Treasury Department to raise this question in the
presence of the action of Congress referred to.

1 have the honor to be, very respectlully, yourobedient servant, GEORGE S. ftOUTWELL,
Secretary of the Treasury,Hon. TnoMAR A. Scott, President of the Union

Pacific Railroad.
Tlie United States Ocean Steamship Com¬

pany.
The bill Introduced in the Senate by Mr. Bucking¬

ham urovldes for the incorporation of E. G. Roberta,
or New York, and others as the United States Ocean
Steamship Company, and directs the Postmaster '
General to contract with them for the tianaporta
tlon of the mails to European ports, paying six
cents per half ounce for letters and two cents for
each four ounces of printed matter.

Nominations Confiirnud.
The Senate, in executive session lo-:.ny, confirmed

the following nominations:.
E. Teegarden, to be Receiver of rublic Money at

Murjrsvllic, Cel.; Melville Cottle, to be Register ol
the Laud Offlec at Stockton, Cal.; Patrick s. Steven,he Collector of Customs at Miuint, Ohio; David W.to be i.
Dunn, of Indiana, to be Consul at Prince Edward
Island; Charles l). Hotiman, a resident of Warsaw,tube consul at Warsaw. Poland: Charles H. Ham.

to he Appraiser of Merchandise at Chicago. 111.; E.
E. Rlctf, ol Maine, lo be Consul at llakofiadl: John
II. Mill-*, to ttb Asuesaor of iutcrti.il Revenue for Ne-
vaita; James l.auliey, to tie Assessor of Internal
Revenue for tlio First District of California; I'. C.
Rurcolow, to be Collector ol Internul Revenue for the
Third district of New Jersey.

J'o tiriaxtrv*.('has. E. (Jrover, Gloucester, Mass.;
John W. Shelley, Hornellsville, N. Y.; Dwlght II.
Bruce, Syracuse, N. Y.
lUi'viuig ol the Hoard of Indian Commia-

.loaem.
The Hoard of Indian Commissioners met In Wash¬

ington to-duy. They had a long consultation with
the Secretary of the Interior and Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, perfecting the arrangements for
the purchase of annuity goods and for sub-
slstenco for the Indians. The advertise¬
ments vrlll soon be published. The goods
to be furnished amount to uearly $2,000,000.
The Board formally voted to accept the
responsibility of auditing the accounts of the
above named purchase, as required by the recent
act of Congress. Tiie Secretary of the Interior laid
before tne Hoard the programme for the visiting of
large sections of the Indian country, which the
Board have under udvlsemeut. The Hoard will re¬
main iu session several days.

f* ulisrrlptloiis to the Ni w I.onn.
The subscriptions t,o the new loan to-day reached

one million. Secretary Boutwell believes the gov¬
ernment will be able to place Die entire two hun¬
dred millions of Ave per cents within iwentv weeks*

The murderer llrndy Avitin Reprieved.
Kev. U. F. Wiggcf, the spiritual adviser of James

Grady, who Is condemned to die on Friday next,
called upon the President this morning and repre¬
sented to hliu that Friday being the feast of St.
Patrick, and as the day was to be generally observed
In the District by the Irish citizens, an execution on
that day would be a blemish to the festival. The
President, In deleienco to the wish explained by
Father Wlgget, agreed to grant Grady a second
brief reprieve, but Informed the Clergyman that It
must be the last, as he would not. under any cir¬
cumstances. again reprieve Grady. The day of the
execution tins not been determined, but will be
fixed to-morrow, wheu the rcprive is sent to the
warden of the District jail.
Diationtlnuaiiee or Alnil Service in Kentucky.
The Postmaster General to-day addressed a letter

ta tfe House of Representatives, through the
Speaker, slating, as the reason for having discon_
tinned the mal. service between Lonisville and Lex
liigton, the Imminent peril in which the life or an
agent employed by the department to accompany
the distribution of the malls has been placed by
riotous demonstrations along the route.

PerHnnnl.
Collector Casey of the port of New Orleans,

brotiier-in-law of the President, is on a visit to
Washington, and is the guest at the Executive Man¬
sion.

FOEIY-SECOND C0SG2ESS.
First Session.

SENATE.
WAHninoton, March 15,1871.

RILI.S PASSED.
Mr. Obuorn, (rep.) of Fla., from the Committee on Naval

Affairs, reported a bill for the restoration of CommaDder
George A. Stevens, of toe United States Navy, to the active
list. Passed.
Mr. Wilson, (rep.) of Mass., Introduced a bill to carry

Into effect the decision of the Supreme Court relating to
bounties of soldiers eDlisted between May 3 and July 22,
.1861. Passed. The bill gives $100 bounty to honorably dis¬
charged soldiers Delisted between the dates named.

DILLS INTRODUCE!' AND REFERRED.
By Mr. Buckingham, (rep.) of Conn To establish ocean

steamship lines for the transportation ol mails between the
United States and foreign countries. Referred to the Com-
mltiee on Commerce.
By Mr. Stevenson, idem.) of Ky.- To remove the dlsablll-

ties of certain Kentucklsns.
By Mr. West, (rep.) of Ln..Directing the Secretary of

War to detail an oli'eer of engineers to make a survey for a
system of leveet ln Louisiana. Referred to the Committee on
Levees.
By Ml*. COR nittt, (rep.) of Oregon.Granting land for a

railroad and telegraph line from the Columbia river to Great
Salt Luke. Referred to the Committee on Public Lands.
By Mr. Hami.IN, rep.) of Me.To provide for the comple¬

tion of the tympanum ol the south wing of the Capitalbuilding; directing the Secretary of the Interior to contract
for the execution of Mills' croup of statuary commemorative
of the late epoch in American history and adapt the name to
the tympanum of the eoutheast portico of the Capitol, and
appropriating HS1U,000 for that purpose.By Mr. CHAND1.ER, (rep.) of Mte.h,.To define a gross of
matches and for other purposes. Providing that a cross of* -* 14,4101 * .matches shall contain 14,4iiU matches, put up in packages ol'
100 or some multiple thereof.
By Mr. Wilson.In relation to additional bounties. Pro-

viding that the widows, children, or father and mother of
any soldier who enlisted for n less period than one rear, ami
who was killed or died in the service, shall be entitled
to receive the same bounties as have been provided by lawwben the soldier endsted tor two years.

DUTIES ON 8AI.T AN I. OOAL.
On motion of Mr. Txn»mn.i., (rep.) of 111., the Housebills rrpeallug the duties on salt and e -e: were read a second

ume.
THE BOl.TlIERh' COUNTY HILL.

Mr. Morrill, rep.) of Vt., move I a reconsideration of
the vote upon the passage of the !*l<4i bounty bill. IJc said
he hail been Informed that the hill n-onlil Involve the govern-
ment In the expenditure of b8,000,IHHI. He then oirereu a
resolution calling upon the r'ecrctury of the Treasury for in¬
formation as to the actual amount of the expense.
Mr. Wilson said he would not object to the reconsidera¬

tion. His information was that the number of soldiers enti¬
tled to bounty would be between four and live thousand, and
the aggregate of expense would be about $410,0110. The fail¬
ure of Ooncress to carry Into client the decision of the Sn-
preme Court occasioned general disappointment and com-
plaint, and, whether the aggregste was larger or smaller, this
legislation should be passed.
Mr. Morrill's resolution prevailed without objection.

REVISION OF THE STATUTES.
Mr. Conki.ing, (rep.) of N. Y., called up the bill to allow

the commissioners to revise the statutes to print their
reports, l'asscd.
At one o'clock Mr. Anthony's resolution to limit busl-

ness to legislation upon the South came came up, hut was
Informally laid aside, anil the appropriation bill for supply-
log deficlencea was made the tiist business in order.
At a quarter past one o'clock the Senate went Into execu-

tlvc session, and soon alter adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
WaMIINOTON, March 15,1871.

ACQUISITION or I.OWF.R CALIFORNIA.
On motion of Mr. Wool). (dem.) of N. Y., ft was resolved,

That the Committee on Foreign Affairs, when appointed, be
requested to examine into and report at the next session of
Congress wnether the territory of Lower California would ho
a desirable acquisition to the United States, and If so, with
such recommend .tlons looking to that object as may seem to
tliat committee just and expedient with reference thereto.
CORRECTING AN ERROR IN AN APPROPRIATION I11LL.
Mr. Dawks introduced a bill to correct an error In the en¬

rolment of tho Naval Appropriation bill by Inserting a
clause appropriating $5,(1*10 for the plans of a floating dock-having during the hurry r .....towards the last session been omit¬
ted by some temporary clerk.
Mr. Ki.orioge, idem. 1 of Wis., gave notice of his inten¬

tion to introduce a bill for the suppression of the Ku Klux inNew Hampshire.
The Speaker said that the Introduction of such a bill

would be In order only when the gentleman's State was
called.

Mr. Cox, (dem.) of N. Y., subsequently Inquired whether
New Hampsnire was in the bill.

Mr. Dawes replied that New York, as much as New Hamp¬shire, was interested In this bill.
The bill to correct an error In the Naval Appropriation bill

was passed.
TnE MORSE MONUMENT.

Mr. Beatty, (rep.) of Ohio. Introduced a bill granting per¬mission to the Morse Monument Association to erect a monu¬
ment to Professor Samuel F. B. Morse at the intersection oi
Pennsylvania avenue and Seventh street, provided it iuvolve
no expense to the government. Passed.

PROTECTION OF LOYAL SOUTHERNERS.
Mr. Butler, (rep.) of Mass., gave notice of his Intention! to introduce a bill to protect peaceable and loyal citizens of

the United States in their lives and property, and asked that
it be printed for the Information of the House.
There were objections on the democratic side of the

House.
REGULAR TRANSACTION OF IIURINEHB.

Mr. Beck, idem.) of Ky., objected to any business until
the regular committees were appointed.

Mi. Brooks, (dem.) of N. Y., said we are not in acondi-
tion to do business safely or properly without the appoint-ment of committees.
The Speaker -In ray judgment we ought forthwith to ap¬

point the committees, to whom important matters can be re-
ferred, or we ought forthwith to adjourn -ii,r ti,r.
Mr. Peters, *rep.) of Me., desired to Introduce a reso-

lution.
Mr. Butler, of Mass. objected. He would consent to

no other business than that he was instructed to bring before
the House.
The Speaker said, In reply to Messrs. Beck and Brooks,

that it did not follow that business could not be transacted
because the standing committees were not appointed. The
Speaker Is the servant of the House, and If general legtsla-
tlon is to be entered upon be will appoint the committees.

Mr. Beck said:.1 lear the Speaker .misapprehends my' statement. I do not desire to urge or require bim to appoint
the committees of the House now. I prefer that be should
have till December to do so, and I have therefore steadily
voted to adjourn. But what I shall Insist on la, that If we
proceed to business, it must he through Ibe regular commit¬
tees, before whom all bills proposed can be considered, and
bv which tbev will be brought regularly before the House for
Its deliberation an consideration. I consider the rule under
which we are now compollod to do busluess as not only dan¬
gerous but exceedingly Improper legislation. It allows
every member.lirst from Maine and then Irom the other
New' England States to origlnnte, lav before the House and
call the previous question on any bill ne may see fit. It gives
these men absolute control of the busluess ef the House. 1
will never ronsent. So that It we must go on and cannot ad¬
journ, then I will oppose all business until It comes, after
due eonsidsration, irom a commute of the House regularly
appointed. . .Mr. SconEi.u, irep.' of Pa., asked the House to act upon
a Senate bill jsist received.
Mr. Buti.er said lie would object to everything.' '" late bill ?Mr. Scot IELI>.Do you object to the Senate bill ?
Mr. Butler -1 do.
The Speaker said the regular order was the call of the

States.
THR NEW HAMPSHIRE ELECTION.

Mr. Randall, (dem.) of Fa., asked whether It would be
In order to have a despatch read.
(.'lies.What Is Itl
Mr. Kkli.ky, (rep.) of Pa., said to the friends around

him It was about the Now llamsnire election.
Mr. Buti.er -I'll consent to the reading of that If yon will

let me read another.
Mr. Biggs, (dem.) of Del., asked to have a despatch re¬

ceived by him read about ihe New Hampshire election.
Objections were marie.
Mr. (»x said it was customary to read telegraphic

despatches during the war.
Mr. Morgan asked whether It would he in order to read a

despatch stating that the democrats ol New Hampshire have
elected ibelr candidate lor Uoveruor, three members of Cun-
cn-ss ami ¦ m. incur of ioth hnuuhes of the Legislature.

The Speaker replied that It could he done only by general
consent.
Objection* were ma le on the republican able.
Mr. BUTLF.K, of Mass., Inquired whether It would be In

oriiitr to have read a telegrapnlo despatch allowing that the
Ku Klux in MiKNlaalppl lad night iniirdcreu men.
Mr. UaioHld, (rep.) of Ohio And thai la auother demo¬

cratic victory.
Mr. Kunuioir, (dcm.) of Wig. There were killed morn

than that number in New Hampshire yesterday.
Mr. Huti.kk. of Mas*., unit up his'bill to protect the loyal

people ol the United States In their llvos and property.
Mr. COX raised the p >lnt of order that a day's notice bad

not been given of the intro luctlnn of the bill.
The SPEAKER sustained the point.

TUB PIBORPERH IN TUB SOUTHERN STATES.
Mr. Peters off ored the following resolution :.
Resolved. That a lelcct committee of thirteen be appointed

by the Speaker, whose duty it *hall he to Inquire Into '.ho
condition of the late Insurrectionary States, no far a* regards
the execution of the laws and the safety f the lives ami pro¬
perty of citizen* of the United States, ami report the result of
their Investigation to the House in December next, with «uch
recommendations as they may deem expedient; and that
said eomml.tee be authorized-to employ a clerk and a steno¬
grapher, to sit during the lecess, to send lor persons and
papers, to take testimony, and to visit al their discretion,
through a sub-committee, any portion of the Southern Stales
during the recess, and that llie expenses of the sixtd commit¬
tee be paid from the contingent fond of the House.
Mr. Ruti.ee, of Mass., raised the point of order that

no previous notice had been given of tne intention to Intro¬
duce the resolution.
The Si'KAKKK explained that the resolution could be Intro¬

duced al this time, but in the rase o! a bill or joint resolu¬
tion, which required the signature of the President, one day's
notice had to be given.
Mr. BUTLER, of Muss..objected to the resolution, and hoped

that every man who attended the caucus would vole
against It.
The resolution was. under the operation of the previous

question, passed by the following Vote:.

Yras-IM.
Acker, (S&rfleld, Mcllenrv, Sherwood.
Adams, Garrett, McJunkin, Sehumaker,
Ambler, Getz, MeKinney, Slater,
Archer, Goiloduy, McNeeley, Stephenson,
Beck, lirllllth, Merrick, Speor, Pa.
Blair, Mtch., Hale, Meyers. B. K. Ppeer, Us.
Blair, Mo., Halscy, Mitchell, kprague,
Braxton, Hambleton, Moure, Stevens,
Bright, Harnier, Morgan, Storm,
Brooks, N. Y., Ilarper, Morphia, Stoughton.
Bofllnton, Harris, Miss., Ntbluck, Sutherland,
Hurchard, Harris, Va., Packard, Swann,
Caldwell, Hay, Palmer, Bypber,
Campbell, llazleton, Wis.Pendleton, Terry,
Clarke, llazleton, N. J.Perry, Townseud, Pa.

Cobb,Illll, Peters, Tothill,
Comings, lloiman, Poland, Upson,
Conger, Kendall, Potter, Vaughan,
Cook, Kerr, Price, Voorhees,
Cox, Ketoham, Prindle, Wuddeli,
Crehs. Kelllnger, Randall, Wakeman,
Criteher, King. Read. Walden,
Dawes, KlnseHa, Rice, III. Wnldron,
Duke,) Iismie n, Ritchie, Walls,
hames, Lansing, Roberts, R. 11. Warren,

Ely.Leach, Roberts, W. H. Wells,
Karnkwortb, Lynch, Robinson, Wheeler,

I Karweii, Maiison, Scolield, Whlllhorne,
Klukelnburg, Maynard, Sessions, Willard,
Porker, McClelland, Sheldon, Williams, hi. Y.
Poster, Mot'rary, Shollabarger, Wood.
Prye, Mci.rew,

Naya-64.
Aveilll, Dubore, Moray, Sloss,
Barber, Purmell, Movers, La., Sinlih, N. V.,
Beatty, Kldndge, Negley, Smith, Ohio,
Blgby, Elliott. Orr, Snyder,
Bingham, Handler, Packard, Stevenson,
Bird, Havens, Parker, Stowell,
Brooks, Mass.,llawicy, Peck, St. John,
Buckley, Hereford, Perec, TalTe,
Burdeti, Hoar, Piatt, Twlchcll,
Butler, Mass., Hooper, Port-r, Tyner,
Butler, Tenn., Lewis, Rainey, \ m Trump,
Cohurn, Lowe, Rice, Ky., Wallace,
Creely, McCoirclck, Rush, Whlteley,
Croslana, Mclntyre, Sawyer, Williams, Ind.,
Davis, Mcrriam. Peeley. Wilson, Ohio,
Dorman, Monroe, Shanks, Young.

Mr, I'ETRRB moved to reconsider the vote and lay that mo¬
tion on the table, pending which Mr. Maynard moved that
the House adjourn.
^This question was decided In the negative-yeas 71, nays

Mr. PETERS' motion wni then agreed to.
Mr. PETKBB, inasmuch as he offered the resolution, said

that under no circumstances did he desire to be placed upon
the committer.
Mr. Kuti.rr, of Mass.,also said that under no circumstances

would he be placed on the committee.
ADJOURNMENT RESOLUTION.

Mr. Wheeler, irep. > of N. Y., offer a resolution that, the
Senate concurring, the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House close the present sesilon of Congress
on the 20th of March tnst., at twelve o'clock noon. The reio-
lution was agreed to by yeas 117, nays 76.

Mr. Wool» moved that when the House adjourn to-day it
De to Krlday next, which motion was deeded In the uega-
live.
The Speaker announced the following committee under

Mr. Peters' resolution :
Messrs. Butler, of Massnchussetts; Sbellaharger, of Ohio:

Kelley, of Pennsylvania; Maynard, of Tennessee; cohurn, of
Indiana; Buckley, of Alabama; Stevenson, of Ohio; Bur-
dntt, of Missouri; Cox, of New York: Beck, of Kentucky;
Archer, of Maryland; Waddell, of North Carolina, aiid
Robinson, of Illinois.
The House, at four o'clock P. M., adjourned.

THE HIGH COMMISSION.

Novelty of the Work Wearing Off".How the
English Commiaslonera Apply Thcmaelvoa
to Their Deliberations.Dinner Given by
Earl de Grey to American Friends.

Washington, March 15,1871,
The pleasant weather thus far this week has

favored the deliberations of the Joint High Com-
mission. To-day they remained at the State De¬
partment until after tour o'clock. The novelty of
their meeting has In a measure worn away upon
better acquaintance, and the members of the Cora-
mission on both Bides appear to apply themselves
to the real merits of the subject under considers-
tiou.

I The English Commissioners devote several hours
eve".'' Jiorning to tiie consideration of the subject
matter of that day's deliberation, auu arc ail early
risers.
This evening Earl I)e Grey gave a dinner at the

residence of the English Commissioners, which was

attended by Sir Stafford Northcoto, Professor
Montague Bernard, Lord Tenterden, Viscount
(loderlcn, II. S. Northcote, D. Cremer, Secre-
tary Bout well. Attorney General Akerman, Judge
Field, of the United States Supreme Court;
Senators Trumbull, Ihurman and Cole; Generals
Horace Porter and Frederick T. Dent in uniform,
Commodore Allien, Governor Henry D. Cooke, of the
District of Columbia; Hamilton Fish, Jr., and Earl
De Grey, who occupied the head ol the table. The
entertainment was highly enjoyed by the guests,
and after dinner they rematucu to smoke and chat
with her Bntanutc Majesty's Commissioners,
To-morrow evening the British Commissioners

will give another dinner to a number of their
friends.

ART1Y lYTMUGEYIK.

Artillery Hchonl at Fortress Monroe.
Fortress Monroe, March 15,1871.

The following order, relieving the first lieutenants
on duty at the Ariillery School, and assigning others
to their places, has just been received here:.
Owing to the fact that a number of transfers from

artillery to inlantry of the grade of second lieuten¬
ant is contemplated by the Department, the order
relieving and assigning the second lieutenants of
the Artillery School has been postponed for a time.
The transfers from the artillery to the infantry arm
of the service will probably be made m a week or
ten days, when Hie order lor the second lteutehauts
will be issued.
The following is a list, of the transfers:.First

United States artillery.Lieutenant Jotin C. White
and Lieutenant James M. Ingalls, vice Lieutenant
J. W. McMurray, to be relieved. Second United
States artillery.Lieutenants Thomas D. Maurice and
Eli L. lluggins, vice Lieutenant William Stanton, to
be relieved. Third United States artillery.Lieuten¬
ant .lames Chester, vice Lieutenant J. it. Kelly and
Lieutenant Frank W. Hess, vice Lieutenant G. F.
barstow, to be relieved. Fourtn United States
artillery- Lieutenant Edward P. Newklrk, vice
Lleutenaut Robert Craig, and Lieutenant Richard
P. strong, vice Lioutenant M. C. Grler, to be relieved.
Fifth United States artillery.Lieutenaut Charles C.
McConnell, vice Lieutenant G. V. Wier, and Lleu-
tenant George W. Crabb, vice Lieutenant William
e. Van Reed, to be relieved.
The following officers, temporarily attached to the

school, will also be relieved and nave been ordered
to report to the following battalions:.First Lteu-
tenant Charles F. Humphrey, Fourth artillery, to
Company G; First Lleutenaut William F. Stewart,
Fourth artillery, to Company D; and Second Lieu-
tenant Sidney W. Tayior, Fourth artillery, to Com¬
pany C.
The class of 1871 will be graduated on the 1st of

May and will then serve for the respective corn-
panics to whicn the.v nave been assigned.
The new class which h is been ordered here will

arrive about the 1st of May. and the class oi 1872
will then be formed.

NAVAL INTEL116ENCE.
Commodore E. G. rarrot is ordered to the com¬

mand or the Mare Island Navy lard on the 16th
proximo, relieving Commodore Goldsborough, who
is placed on waiting orders.

HURRICANE ON THE MISSISSIPPI.
Terrific Half In Memphis.Great Damage

Along tho River.
Memphis, March 15. 1871.

About noon to-day a terrific gale came up from the
southwest and struck the uorthem portion of tho
city, unrooting a number of houses and doing con¬
siderable damage. Among the houses unroofed are
the Stanton block, on Madison street, the Bradley
block on battune street, and Gray.iMcCtellan A Co.'s
buiuUmr, la Front street. A piece of timber from a
lumber yard struck a man named Stevens, piopile-
tor or a lumber boat lying ai the foot of Poplar
street, Injuring hun fatally. It is reared that im¬
mense damage has been done above here.

CRIME IN IOWA.
Murder, Arson and Suicide.

Chicago. March 16, 1871.
At St. Carroll, Iowa, this morning, B. B. Terry, a

lumber merchant, shot and killed his wife, set fire
to his honse and then shot hinisell dead. He mar¬
ried bis wire in the East only last October. He was
much given to drink.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

LATEST RETURNS OF THE ELECTION.

Possibility That There Has B en

No Choice for Coventor.

The Entire Congressional Dele¬
gation Democratic.

Rejoicings of the Unwashed in
Concord.

Concord, March 15,1871.
The political revolution iu New Hampshire yester¬

day may turn out not to nave been ho much oi a

revolution after all. The additional returns wiitch
have come in to-day ami this evening show an un-

expected number of scattering votes for the labor
reform and temperance candidates, and If the fif¬
teen or sixteen more towns to be hoard rrom Hhow
similar results the election of Mr. Weston, the
democratic Gubernatorial candidate by the people
Is, to say the least, among the improbabilities.

A POSSIBLE PROSPECT.
A majority over all is necessary to elect, and In the

absence of such a majority tne election Is thrown
into the Legislature. If matters come to such a
crisis as this a republican Governor will be the com
sequence; for the republicans wilt have a consid¬
erable majority In the House, and the Senate is
llKely to ne nearly, if not quite, evenly divided.
The towns to be heard from, if they go about as
they did last year, will cause Weston to lose his
election by between loo and 200 votes.

It is possible, however, that the democratic con¬
versions in the unheard from localities will be suffi¬
cient to still hold good the cheerful reports of a
democratic victory promulgated last night. Neither
Mr. Fogg, of the Monitor, nor the editor of the States¬
man, Is contident that the iirst reports will war¬
rant contradictions as yet, but iney, as well as all
other republicans, are exceedingly anxious and
hoperul that the handrul of returns yet to come in
will vouchsafe them a republican Governor.

THE CONGRESSMEN.
The election of democrats lu alt three of the Con¬

gressional districts Is still ciuiined by the party and
admitted by the republicans.

DEMOCRATIC REJOICINGS.

Notwithstanding the exceedingly uncertain con¬
dition of uffalrs the democrats are silll contident
and jubilant. This evening they held a large and
spirited meeting of rejoicing In Phenlx Hull and
caused the town to echo with guns of victory and
blaze with fires of joy. The mcetlug in Phenix Hall
was addressed by J. Ware Butterfleld, John
W. Barney, Ell. Hlbbard, General M. T. Donotiue,
Samuel 1). Page, Jonn H. George and A. S. Marshall,
all of Concord, and Harry Bingham, of Littleton.
They all took a cheerful view of the situation, and
were unanimous in the belief that this is but the
first or a series of democratic triumphs which will
sweep the whole length and breadth of the country.

THE ROOSTER CROWS.
Alive rooster was one of the comical features

on tne platform, and just as the president of the
meeting commenced his address the huge bird ad¬
vanced to the front, flapped his wings and gave a
crow which echoed again and again through the
hall. The incident had the etfect to produce round
after ronml of applause, and t.lc speakers all took
occasion to allude to It as a favorable omen for tne
cause of democracy,
Democratic Jollification in Portsmouth.No
Election for Senator.1The Congressional
Contest.

Portsmouth. March 15.1871.
The democrats In this city had a maud jollifica¬

tion this evening by a torchlight procession, great
bonfires on the market square, fireworks, illumina¬
tions, Ac.
The statement that Marcy is elected Senator In

tills district is incorrect. There is no choice.
Neither is It altogether certain that Small is de¬

feated lor congress, as ne runs far ahead or Pike in
the city, and his defeat was reckoned from the Gov¬
ernor's vote.

Opinion* of the Now Hampshire Press.
A HIT AT (HUNT.

The Concord Monitor of thls^morntng, the organ
of Mr. Pugg, thus alludes to the unexpected result
of the election:.

All in all, and all around, It la a pretty (weeping defeat, for
which neither tiie victors nor the vanquished were prepared.
Of tbe cause of this disaster we shall take occasion to speak
hereafter, and we shall speak plainly. Meanwhile, we com¬
mend a careful study of the returns to President (Irani and
his Senatorial headsmen, who so recently assumed the m of
exeeutloners towards whoever dared have ami express an
opinion not in unison with the views and wishes of the pre¬
sent tederal administration.

REVIEW OP TUB CAUSES OF DEFEAT.
The Concord utatesmati, the oldest republican

paper In the State, alludes to the defeat as fol¬
lows:.
Republican ascendency In New Hampshire, acquired tn

186S. la lost In 1H71. The vote of vesterday, according to the
footings of tbe last returns, elects the democratic candidates
for Governor and Kaliroad Commissioner, semis one or
more democratic representatives to Congress, and gives us
but a small majority In the Legislature.
To inauy. even tn our own State, who arc accustomed to

look upon New Hampshire as an Impregnable republican
stronghold, 'his result will be a complete surprise; hut
by those who have studied the elements out of wnlch comes
political success or tailure, It has been feared, if not antici¬
pated.
Some of tbe causes of this disaster date hack months,

perhaps years, while others have sprung Into oxlstence
within a few days. Some of them have weakened not
only us but our political associates all over the country;
others have arisen within our own borders. Had Charles
Sumner not been forced from his place as chairman of
the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, the republican
vote of yesterday would have been larger; had the St. Do¬
mingo scheme been left to the operation of natural causes,
Instead of pushed with unreasonable persistence, it would
have been larger; bail Congress succeeded In restoring our
commerce to the extent ami importance It had before the re¬
bellion, It would have been larger; had some of tbe land
grant bills, however wise and just in themselves, been dis¬
creetly deferreo until the public understanding had grown up
to them, It would have been larger and had all these causes
of embarrassment been withheld, we might h ive carried the
State by nearly tbe usual majority. In spite of the demoral¬
ization produced In the party bv' the forclug upon It of un-
poDiitar noinlrialtons made in packed caucuses.
Thousands of republicans, whose party fealty was un¬

shaken by those things, were blind to the Increased necessity
lor work, supposed, of course, tbe ticket would be carried
by about the usual figures; and so where disaffection did not
enter apathy reigned, and our vigilant toes have at last reaped
one Harvest from their many years of faithful sowing.

1 he campaign of 1(571 Is lost, foolishly and irretrievablylost. But there Is no reason to despair of tbe next, which
will open the great Presidential canvass. 1'he republican
party, if It profits by this severe lesson, can make democratic
victories in New Hampshire like the celebrated locusts- to
returu but once in seventeen years.

ELECTIONS IN NEW JERSEY.

The charter election In Orange passed off quietly
and resulted In a complete victory for the demo¬
cratic champions In the Second and Third wards,
while the First ward was carried by the re¬
publicans. Mr. Edward Austen was of course
returned as Mayor, the republicans 'laving
placed m nomination no opposition candidate.
The new Common Council will stand five demo¬
crats to four republicans, as follows:.llellly,
Kent, Eagan. Spottlswoode and Jackson, democrats;
Piorson, Smith, Ropes and Egner, republicans.

In EuHt Orange Amzl Dodd and Caleb G. Harrison
were elected Town committeemen. The balance of
thesuccessmi ticket Is as lollows:.Judge oi Elec¬
tion, Alfred F. Munn; Town Clerk, Adolphus
V. Young; Assessor, James E. Reynolds;
Collector of Arrears, Moses H. Williams;
Austen M. Knight, tieorgc Ii. Woodruff. George
Booth, Committeemen; Freeholders, James Peck
and K. O. Doretnus; Surveyors of the Highway, Asa
B. Munn, Jothaui II. Condit; Commissioners o( Ap-
penl, Benjamin F. Cairns, John G. TrusdelI, Joseph
Booth; Overseer of the Poor, Jesse W. Johnson,
The usual appropriations were made:.For roads.
$15,000; poor, $1,000: incidentals, $1,500; schools,
$4 tor cacb child between nve and eighteen years of
age.
At the city election In Millville, Cumberland

county, on Tuesday, the republicans made a clean
sweep, electing their Mayor by aw majority.one of
the completes! victories ever acuievdd there.
In Bordentown the democrats elected their ticket

as usual. Burlington couuty elects a majority ol re¬
publican freeholders.
( Mn Camden the republicans elect their Mavor and
a majority of the Council, but lose tne Receiver of
Taxes. The "cheap ferry" question entered Into the
contest.
The election of Hamilton township, which adjonisTrenton, was held ou Tuesday, when the whole

democratic ticket was carried, with the exception of1V\wn Pltii'lr an/I t sir.. >»> .Town Clerk and two Committee men. The demo¬
crats of the township are jubilant and rejoice with
those of New Hampshire.

SUICIDE OF A CRIMINAL
Pouohkkepsie, N. Y., March 15, 1871.

James Bloomor, a notorious desperado of I'ISte
county, stole a horse and wagon yesterday and wai
arrested. Soon alter he took a heavy draught u
laudanum and died in dve minutes.

IMPORTANT FROM SPAIN.

Proposed Sale of Cuba an] Porto Rico
to the United States.

One Hundred Millions for Both
Islands.

An Effective Method of Ending
the Cuban Rebellion.

Washington, March ir», 1871.

There is a rumor to-night, which creates

considerable stir in administration and diplo-
matic circles, that Minister Sickles has for¬
warded to our government by cable a proposi¬
tion from the Spanish government to sell tho

islands of Cuba and Porto Rico to the United
States.

It seems that the now government of Spaia] under King Amndeus has come to the conclu¬

sion that the Spanish possessions in North

America aro rather a source of weakness to

tho government and that the best

plan is to get rid of them on

good terms. Tho price for tho isl¬
ands is supposed to be one hundred millions,
which Spain formerly asked for Cuba alone
and which was refused by the United States.
Porto Rico thrown in, it is supposed, will
make the offer more tempting to our govern¬
ment.
As the cable despatch from Minister Sickles'

was only received this afternoon there has
been no time to consider it. It will probably
be brought before tho Cabinet meeting on Fri¬

day by Secretary Fish. The Spanish claims
are to enter into tho, payment, which is another
inducement for our government to accept the
offer.
The acceptance of the proposition made

by Sickles, at the instance of the Spanish
government, is regarded here as a speedy way
to settle the difficulties in Cuba and give the
United States possession of valuable territory
in the West Indies.

THE GOAL MINERS' STRIKE.
The Strike Extending to tbe Bitumfnoun
Region.Bringing m Railroad Company
to Terma.Operator. Outwitted.Ilazleton
Minn in Operation.

Maiianoy City, Pa., Marcn 15, 18T1.
It is rumored that the miners of the bltuminons

region, out or sympathy for the anthracite miners,
have resolved to suspend work In a lew days. The

) bliuminous coal tlelds extend from Pittsburg west,
through the Chenango Valley, and employ 20,000
miners.

j The State Council or the Miners' Union will meet
j delegates from the bituminous region on Friday
next at Johnstown, when the question will be ue-
Onltely settled.
The Lehlgn Valley and other railroads are now

using bituminous coal. Should these miners suspend
j the railroads would be deprived of their su iply,
and to save themselves would be forced to com-
promise and lon er their tolls, so that operators wno
desire might aguln resume work on the o!u basis.
beading operators. f'arrlsh ,k Co.. ol Wilkes-

barro.who proposed to commence operations to
morrow, thinking their chatter with the railroads
would require these roads to carrr coal at the old
rales, have been forced to succumb. It seems tbe
railroads had 1 lie best of them in the charter.
Taggart ,t Butler, of Ilazelton, have been at work

for a week past. They pay their miners the basis
or 1800.five dollars, and $2 00 extra, making the
rate $7 50.

Tbc Legislative Investigation of the C'hnrfM
Preferred Against tbe Kailroud Companies.
Overcharge* Proved.A Whitewashing Ke-
port Expected.

Harhisburg, Pa., March 16, 1871.
The second Besslon of the investigation bv the

Judiciary Committee of the charges preferred
against railroads and carrying companies be,
gun here to-day. Asa Packer, Franklin B.
cowans, A. R. Storrs, Samuel Sloane,
Thomas Dickson, John Urisbin and other leading
rail, oad kings and Iron manufacturers appeared to
defend their Interests, while James Kealy, President
of the Worklngmen's Benevolent Association; John
Slney, William Waiters and other prominent leaders
of the Worklngmen's Benevolent Association were
present to substantiate inetr charges. None but ope-
rators and railroujl men have been examined thus
far.
Robert Lamberton, of this city, represents the

carrying companies, and Lewis Hall conducts the
proceedings lor the miners. Hull has given up the
idea of forcing the companies to lower their rates of
toll. Cowans' ably conducted defence oi the Read-
lng Company has Haven uiuc road, but Mall expects
to break Hie charier of the Lehigh Valley and Lacka-
wanna and Bloomsburg railroads. He clams that
he has positive evidence tuat thoy have violated
their charters ni this as well as in former instances.

l he evidence to-night showed thai, with the ex¬
ception of the Delaware and Hudson Canal Com-
puny, all the great carrying companies had tn-
creased their tolls to an enormous and unorece-
dented rate. The Delaware and Hudson Company
have received no offers from outside parties, and,
witli the exception of an occasional Invoice
of coal for the Erie Railway, they have
carried no coal except for themselves,
The Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad
Company had charged outsiders on but two
hundred tons per week, at a rate of four cents per
mile per ton. Ah the rest of tbe business, involv¬
ing from lio.oou to -joo.ooo tons per month, being
from their own collieries, paid lor a mouth In ad-,
vance.
The Lackawanna and Bloomsburg had raised their

rates since tbe last strike to two dollars and seven¬
ty-live cents per ton from all collieries to Northum¬
berland, two dollars and fllty cents to Danville and
two doilurs to other States. The toll sheets of ail
the companies were shown in evidence.
Furnace men and iron manufacturers added their

i testimony against the railroads, and showed what
sums they had lost by being forced to suspend
operations from lack of c.ial.
The investigation is at best a whitewashing affair,

and Iroin present indications can but result in the
dcieat of the miners. The miners are beginning to
understand that Instead of the Legislature control¬
ling railroads the railroads control the Legislature.
The Investigation promises to continue for an in-

dciinite penou. The session will be continued to¬
morrow.

AM) I HER STtPID DRlft CLERK.

A .>Inn and Hie Wife Poisoned bp M Igno¬
rant Drug Clerk.

One day last week a French woman was nearly
fatally poisoned through the stupidity of a drug
clerk In Fourth street, who gave her a dose of oxalic
acid Instead of a setdlltz powder. Tbe clerk and
his employer were arrested by captain Hedden and
detective KetUy, of the Fifteenth precinct, and held
to answer before the Grand Jury, at an examination
held by Justice Cox, at Jefferson Market, yesterday
afternoon.
On Saturday last another of those accidents occor-

red which came near depriving two persons of their
I lives. Jean Pauze, residing at No. sal West Thirty-
third street, vrhilo on las way up town from Wash¬
ington Market, feeling unwell from the effects or a
cold, called Into the drug store of Riederer Jr Scbep-
pera. at No. 131 West Broadway, for the purpose of
getting some borage. The clerk in tbe store, instead
of giving Mr. Pauze what he called for, gave him a
package or belladonna. He took the drug home and
in-tiucted his wile to make a tea out of it,
which she did. and reeling unwell herself
took a dose of it with her husband, they
drinking several cups full between them. In a short
tune after taking the poison they were taken very
sick and seut for Dr. Merrlalle, who discovered tuey
hud been poisoned and were in a very dangerous
condition. Police Burgeon Pooler was sent for, uud
with much difficulty succeeded In saving tne lives
of his patients, who were in an nucouscious condi¬
tion at the time he visited them. No arrasi* hava
been mad*.


